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Announcements 

Our table officers have been very busy. 
They have 

1. updated our constitution and filed 
it online with the registrar of 
societies in Victoria. 

2. revised and updated the list of 
officers and committee heads (See 
Rovings, p. 3, for the list. 

3. brought the guild’s finance 
systems into the modern age. Now 
with added transparency! Details 
at the March 5 meeting. 

4. revised and clarified the 
procedures for organizing and 
financing workshops. Details on 
page 2. 

Fibres West March 23 and 24 

This is their tenth anniversary year 
with classes in felting, knitting, 

spindling and fabric printing as well 
as merchants selling many kinds of 

hard-to-find fibres and tools. 

Salt Spring Fibre Fair  
http://www.saltspringfibrefair.com/ 

July 21 and 22 
Caitlin ffrench is teaching! 

Ancient Arts is a Rambouillet sponsor! 

How do the 

C0LOURS 
get into the fibre?

 At Fairytale Wool, they do it naturally. At our 
February meeting, Silke Billig recounted how her business 
began. Her child attended the Waldorf school, which 
emphasizes learning through creative activity and requires the 
use of entirely natural materials. At that time the local school, 
as well as all the Waldorf schools on this continent, ordered 
their fibre supplies from Germany, because there was no 
closer source where they could be certain that the fibre was 
naturally processed and dyed. To Silke this seemed 
incongruous for a school based on respect and connection 
with nature.  

 However she had a book 
with very detailed and 
clear instructions on 
dye ing wi th na tu ra l 
dyestuff and her nearby 
sister-in-law had a flock 
o f sheep… and she 
started to experiment. 
Natural dyes are very 
sensitive to pH, and by a 
lucky accident her water 
supply from Chapman 
creek was almost pH 

neutral. When she was satisfied with her products she began 
to supply her child’s school, and then to reach out to 
homeschoolers and other schools, and eventually local 
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New Workshop Process 

Through a process of learning by doing, 
the table officers and workshop 
organizer hope they have derived a 
process for organizing and financing 
workshops that is practical, financially 
transparent and respectful to the 
presenters. 

We suggest two kinds of workshops: 

1. Informal, held in a member’s home, 
taught by a guild member who does 
not make her primary livelihood from 
it, usual spin-in hours, every 
participant pays $5 and provides any 
needed materials. The instructor 
receives a $50 honorarium which if 
declined is given to the guild 
workshop fund. 

2. Formal, given by an instructor who 
makes his/her living by teaching. The 
instructor sets the fee. Our costs may 
include venue rental, and the 
instructor’s fee, travel, and 
accommodation. Participants would 
be responsible for the costs of any 
needed material. This class of 
workshop must be self-financing to 
be sustainable. 

The order of operation to organize a 
work shop after requests from members 
will be to: 

• estimate costs 

• call for sign-ups 

• require deposits to be paid 

• book the instructor, confirm the venue. 

retailers. When she acquired an electric drum carder she was 
able to expand by offering colour-blended batts. The 
development of on-line shopping has further widened her 

market, and also the mix of 
fibres that she offers. 

  T o m e e t W a l d o r f 
requirements she works 
only with unprocessed 
fibre, to be sure that it is 
unaffected by artificial 
substances. She does not 
use metal in her mordants 
or fixatives and thus the 
spent solutions can be 
dumped in the garden. 

 She told the meeting how 
important it was to know the source of the dyestuff, and not just 
the place of origin but the practices of a specific supplier. The 
cochineal from the Canary Islands was more powerful than that 
from Mexico, because their cochineal is organically grown. 

Notes for would-be dyers: 

Begin with unprocessed fibre; wash it with Dawn 
detergent and salt to break down the lanolin, using 1/4 
cup of Dawn per pound of fibre. 

Reagents from the kitchen and medicine cupboard, e.g., 
tartaric acid, alum and vinegar are as effective and 
usually safer than commercial dyeing chemicals.  

Regulate the temperature carefully; many natural 
dyestuffs are very sensitive to pH and/or heat. 

Don’t crowd the dyepot, the dye bath needs room to 
circulate to access the fibre. 

Use vinegar in the final rinse to maintain the colour. 

Never use soap to wash naturally dyed fibre; use Orvus 
paste instead. 

For Fibreshed enthusiasts, Merino sheep do not thrive in 
our climate but Rambouillet* sheep do. 

*the fibre that Ancient Arts is sponsoring at the Salt Spring Fibre Fair.
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ROVINGS….from the Prez!  Guild Executive and Committees: 

We are just around the corner from the Guild Annual General Meeting and election of officers.  This is a 
time for committee members to start thinking about renewing their positions, or moving to another 
committee.  It is also an opportunity for other members to come on board and join the fun of supporting our 
fabulous guild in a great variety of roles!  Here is a brief overview of the duties of positions, and  may be 
helpful if you are considering taking on a role in the coming year.  Most of the committees are comprised of 
more than one member.  The more the merrier! 

From our Library 
Christmas in February!  What joy it was to add ten new books to the Guild Library this past month!  Although the 
majority of items in our library are purchased, many of our books have been thoughtfully donated from the 
personal libraries of Guild members over the years, while some have come from the estates of past members and 
some have been purchased in honour of a member or of a particular interest group within the Guild.  Out of 
curiosity I recently skimmed through our listed titles to see how they are distributed throughout the seven main 
categories, and this is what I discovered: 

Basketry – 20    Dyeing – 46 

Felting – 19    Knitting – 105 

Miscellaneous – 35   Rug Weaving – 15 

Spinning – 48    Weaving – 157 

Furthermore, we have several collections of magazine subscriptions.  We are rich indeed!  Yet saying that, please 
remember that there is an ongoing wishlist for books, magazine subscriptions and/or dvds that you think might be 
worth adding.

Did you know 

that you can read many of your favourite fibre arts magazines on-line from the public library for free? 
Handwoven, SpinOff, Piecework, Interweave Knits; all there waiting to be downloaded at a click. How? Go 
to the library’s website and click on online resources. You should see the screen at the left. In the third 
column, click on the fourth item  and it should bring up the screen on the right. Then just follow the 
instructions.
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EXECUTIVE: 
1. President:  shall preside at all regular and executive meetings of the Guild, shall be ex-officio 
member of all committees,  provide an annual general budget and generally hold office for a two year term. 
2. Vice President:  shall perform all duties of President in her/his absence and assist the President in 
the discharge of the duties of that office.  The term is two years followed by two years in the role of 
President. 
3. Secretary:  shall keep a correct record of all meetings including executive meetings and shall carry 
out the general correspondence of the Guild. 
4. Treasurer:  shall act as custodian of the funds of the Guild and shall receive and disburse all funds, 
shall present a financial statement at the AGM and work in conjunction with the President to prepare an 
annual budget to be presented to the members for approval. 
5. Editor of the Newsletter:  shall collect copy for the newsletter and email to members prior to the 
upcoming regular meeting. 

COMMITTEES:  the executive appoints Ad Hoc. Committees as the need arises 
1. Equipment:  lends a great variety of spinning and weaving equipment to members, manages 
repairs, and purchases equipment as decided upon by the membership. 
2. Grants and Awards:   assists members in furthering Fibres arts education. The committee is 
composed of one executive member and four appointed members, one of whom shall be a member of the 
Standards Committee.  Members should represent a cross-section of different types of spinning and 
weaving.  ( see further description of roles on website). 
3. Archives:  maintains the collection of photos and newsletters 
4. Historian:  documents guild events with photographs and text. 
5. Library:  the president appoints a resource person who shall keep a current online record of books 
and periodicals available to the membership on the SCSWG website as well as those on loan. The RP shall 
inform the membership of new acquisitions and shall order books and renew subscriptions under the 
direction of the executive and invite members to recommend acquisitions.  The RP shall set up the library at 
the beginning of the meeting and will maintain order and quality of books on the shelves. 
6. Membership:  keeps the membership list updated, e-mails the membership list to membership as 
new members join.  Provides membership information to new members.  Screens and e-mails general fibre 
related information to members. 
7. Programs:  arranges for and introduces speakers for monthly meetings, and assures they have 
necessary technology and equipment available for their presentation, such as projector, laser pointer, 
window coverings, tables, etc. 
8. Standards and Jury Committee:  comprised of 4 members (2 of whom stay on from previous 
year) to review standards and jury items for the Fibres Plus Sale based on  jurying guidelines as determined 
by regularly revised resolutions of the guild.   
9. Greeter:  welcomes new members and helps with membership application process. 
10. Website:  maintains the Guild website. 
11. Workshops:  plans and organizes workshops for the guild 
12. Facebook:  maintains the  guild facebook page  


