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Fibreshed Day! 

Sunday, April 8,  

11:00 - 3:00 at The Yurts 

Live animals! Shearing!  

picking and carding 
demonstrations! 

Interactive fashion show! 

Announcements 

At the March meeting Janice Talbott 
introduced the guild’s new and 
upgraded financial system. Now our 
treasurer will be able to use her 
computer and a spreadsheet to keep 
track of our finances, the bank will 
produce third-party statements that 
can be cited if we are audited, and 
every gui ld project including 
Fibrecamp, Fibreshed, and potential 

The Fabric of our Land 
On March 12 guild members were privileged 
to  receive  a  behind-the-scenes  tour  by 
curator  Susan  Rowley  of  the  exhibit  of 
historic  Coast  Salish  weaving  at  the  UBC 
Museum  of  Anthropology.  The  exhibits 
were early Coast Salish blankets and robes 
removed  by  traders  and  explorers,  and 
returned  on  loan  at  the  instigation  of 
Musqueam  weaver  and  councillor  Wendy 
Grant-John,  to  inspire  and  teach  a  new 
generation of coast Salish weavers.

At the entrance to the exhibit Ms. Rowley 
pointed  out  a  mural  map  of  Coast  Salish 
territory,  that  showed  the  locations  from 

which  Salish  weavers  obtained  fibre,  processing  materials  and 
dyestuff.  These  included  hair  from mountain  goats,  wool  from a 

Note the wool dog sites (yellow arrows) on small islands. The special wool 
dogs owed their fibre qualities to a double recessive gene, which required 
them to be kept in isolation to prevent crossbreeding. When the people lost 
control of their territory they were unable to maintain the needed genetic 
isolation, and the breed became extinct.

http://www.apple.com
http://www.apple.com


Sunshine Coast Spinners and Weavers Guild April 2018

�2

future workshops will have its own 
separate budget. Furthermore, there is 
now a binder containing the financial 
records of the previous two years, with 
sheets outlining income and expenses, 
which will be available at all meetings. 

For Sale 

$60  
Electric bobbin winder 

Fleeces 
$80 
1.8kg Polwarth, 3kg Corriedale 
2.4kg Merino 

$30 
2.2 kg Gotland 

$75 

2lbs Polwarth Silver, 1.8lbs black dyed 
grey merino, 1.3 lbs Romney, Sweet 
Georgia Panda (60% merino 30% 
bamboo and 10% nylon) The raw fleece 
is from New Zealand. 

$65 
4 antique weaving shuttles 

$40 
18 vintage weaving bobbins 

Contact Suzanne Cloutier 604-862-1059 
in Gibsons

special  breed  of  dog,  bird  down,  native  hemp and nettle  fibre, 
bullrush  and  fireweed  fluff,  diatomaceous  earth,  and  plant  and 
mineral based dyes. Since a robe might contain most or all of these 

materials,  some  of  which  had  to  be 
obtained  via  trade  or  foraging  in 
distant  areas  and  might  only  be 
available  seasonally,  the  amount  of 
work  and  planning  represented  by  a 
single robe was immense. These were 
robes  of  office,  rather  than  personal 
adornment;  when someone wore one 
of them, he or she was present in her 
official  capacity,  as  a  knowledge 
keeper, for instance.

Goat hair was heated and beaten with 
diatomaceous  earth  to  whiten  it  and 
act as a pesticide, and was sometimes 
dyed with plant or mineral dyes. Fibre 
was  spun on  the  large  Salish  spindle 

which was rolled along the user’s thigh. A spinner who wished to 
include bird down in the fabric would trail a hand through a slurry 
of diatomaceous earth, through the down and then through the 
fibre to be spun.  

Musqueam weaver 
Debra  Sparrow 
was at work when 

we  entered,  but  she  paused  to  join  Ms.  Rowley  in  detailed 
explanation of the historic robes, one of which had been replicated 
by Ms Sparrow and her sister. 

Ms. Sparrow spoke of how the recovery of these traditional skills 
among members  of  her  community  had renewed their  sense  of 
connection with their ancestors,  their culture and the land that 
sustained  them.  She  went  on  to  say  that  the  guild,  with  our 
interest  in  preserving  and  sharing  traditional  skills,  although 
starting from a different standpoint, was engaged in the same kind 
of endeavour, and that because of this, we were perhaps uniquely 
positioned to understand how important it was to them. 

new original weaving 
by Debra Sparrow, 

using traditional 
Coast Salish loom, 

techniques and 
designs. The weft 
thread is wound 

around each warp 
thread individually. 
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There’s nothing like watching over the shoulder of 
an expert to learn a new technique.  I have boundless 
appreciation for the generosity of Guild members in 
teaching others their hard-earned skills!  In the past, 
we have also had a number videos in our Guild 
library to guide us through the crafts of Bound 
Weaving or Advanced Spinning.  However, with the 
obsolescence of the VCR format, these particular 
resources have been lost to us.  Until recently!  We 
are now attempting to extend the availability of such 
visual lessons using the still-popular dvd format.  

Along with the classic, ‘A Spinner’s Toolbox’ 
with Judith McKenzie and Miriam Rice’s ‘Dyeing 
with Mushrooms’, we have just added two brand 
new dvds from Interweave on spinning for colour 
effects.  Esther Rodgers’ ‘Card Wool for Color’ 
and Jill Moreno’s ‘12 Ways to Spin Batts’ 
elaborate on the techniques of using drum carders 
and blending boards, batts or rolags and/or 
various plying options to create glorious new 
colour and texture possibilities in our skeins.  
Check them out! —Jana Eby  

The Library Report 

A Suggestion . . . 
A review of the minutes from the past year yields some facts worthy of note about the Southern Spin-in:  at the 
twelve minuted meetings between January 2017 and March 2018, it is recorded that three of the southern spin-
ins were hosted by one person, and another two were hosted by another member. Of the remainder, two had to 
be listed in the minutes as “TBA” because no came forward at the meeting. One had to be cancelled; for the 
other a loyal member came to the rescue and all of three people attended.

Meanwhile there have been repeated requests for renewed meetings of the spin-to-knit group, which has the 
dilemna of finding a date to meet that does not fall too close to other guild events. All of this has led the group 
organizer (Joan F.) and the mentor (Jeannie) to wonder if the guild should not re-focus the southern spin-in as 
the technical spin-in, and make an effort to see that a mentor was available, and announce a particular focus eg. 
precise control of twist, or alternate ways of plying, beforehand. This does not mean that members would have 
to take part in the technical education, only that if they wish to they can, and knowledgeable advice is at hand if 
needed. Furthermore, the focus does not always have to be on spinning as such. There is also all the potential to 
explore what what we do with our spun fibre and explore whether the end use requires a particular fibre or 
spinning technique. Fair Isle knitting, Irish crochet lace, embroidery, tatted jewelry . . . the possibilities are 
infinite—and exciting! 

Free to Good Homes 

48-inch floor loom custom made for pioneer B.C. 
weaver Honey Hooser by her husband Arthur. 
Formerly in a museum in Surrey, now located in 
Roberts Creek.  

If interested, send email to: 

pgunther1934@gmail.com

One-of-a-kind accelerated 
wheel for spinning fibre 
that requires high-twist 
yarn. Actually works! 

Contact 
cyberwyrd@telus.net

mailto:pgunther1934@gmail.com
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The Fibre Artisan’s Occasional Guide to Online Resources  

The invention of the internet, in addition to upending old practices and expectations in every imaginable other 
way, also led to an immense resurgence in artisanship and crafts. Suddenly individuals, whoever they were, and 
wherever they lived, had access to a community of peers and support, where they were valued according to what 
they themselves chose to share of what they did. And not only did it provoke a newfound sense of community 
and identity (“spin in public”), it also created an entire ecology of services, supplies, and even markets for our 
completed projects. The entirety of it is like a wormhole into another universe; no one person can possibly 
know all of it . . . new worlds keep appearing . . . but here, based entirely on her own experience,  is one fallible 
mortal’s take on some of the brighter galaxies:

Pinterest  Maybe the most widely known amongst the general public, but its full potential for fibre artisans  
takes some poking around to discover. Pinterest is a social networking platform, that works like an on-line 
scrapbook. The user downloads the free Pinterest app, then signs up with an email address and a password. 
Pinterest then displays a main menu and subcategories of what subjects it offers and the user chooses those she 
likes. This determines the images that Pinterest will show to the user. If the user has chosen spinning, or 
knitting, or weaving, she will be shown images of garments, or patterns, sometimes with links to websites or 
Youtube videos. If she likes one, she will save or “pin” it. All the pins are saved to the Pinterest server; none is 
actually downloaded to the user’s computer. However, once one has ‘pinned’ an image, scrolling down below it 
reveals an entire gallery of images that the algorithm has deemed similar. These may include 
charted patterns and schematic diagrams that were not included with the original image. 
These images can also be pinned, and then . . . at the upper left of the screen are three little 
dots, which if clicked reveal this box: where if ‘download image’ is clicked will save the image 
to the photo file on the user’s computer, from where it can be printed, enlarged, edited . . .

YouTube Nobody needs to be told about YouTube, but did you know that some of the most highly regarded 
fibre arts artisans, publishers and manufacturers have entire series of instructional videos on fibre preparation 
and blending, spinning, weaving, knitting and crochet techniques available for free on YouTube? Anything you 
might go to a workshop for, you can probably find, and watch repeatedly, on YouTube—free, if free includes a 
lot of time searching, refining search criteria and sitting through commercials. My YouTube subscriptions 
feature, among other highlights, a six-part series on Estonian lace techniques, supported spindle instruction, 
how to do four-colour Fair aisle, interlocking crochet . . . life is too short!

Craftsy While Pinterest and YouTube gain their revenue through advertising, Craftsy users pay for their 
courses.  Although you can hunt on Pinterest and Youtube amd Ravelry to find instruction in a certain 
technique, (and if what you are seeking is obscure, it can be the only option), sometimes it’s worth paying to 
have a coherent and organized  approach to what you want to learn. Craftsy does have a reputation of obtaining 
the best instructors in their field, and their videos usually show clearly what it is they are purporting to teach. 
They also often have worthwhile sales, especially around Black Friday. They claim users have access to their 
courses any time and forever, but those who might want to access them in a holiday cabin or on a boat, or who 
just have a healthy scepticism of corporate promises, can download course material to use offline.


