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Announcements 

Napkin Exchange  
The June meeting is napkin exchange 
time. Please bring your napkins and 
bobbins with labels attached (large 
 paper with your name and initials). 

Attach your name card to a container 
of your choice, and place it in 

alphabetical order (first name) on the 
table in the sunny alcove at the church. 

Weavers can then place napkins in 
your bag. If you are not able to attend 

the meeting please ask another 
member to bring in your napkins, and 
remind them to retrieve your napkins 
at the end of the meeting. I enjoyed 
using so many different colours and 
mixing them, and I hope everyone 

else enjoyed the adventure too. Thank 
you for participating.  

             —Rita 

The GVSG is hosting 
Jennifer Moore 

Double Rainbow Workshop  
Sep 28, 29 & 30th  

Still a few spots left.  
Cost: $300; $150 when registering, 

balance of $150 due June 29  
 For a description check our Website 

gvwsg.com  
Questions? 

Email me, Gloria Bond (Workshop 
organizer )  

thebondsinpr@shaw.ca  
or call 604 879 4309 

was held on May 26 at Moira Dickson’s farm. This time we dealt with 
washing fleece.  

 Jeannie showed us how to 
prepare a basin of mild soap 
and hot water, and plunge the 
fleece in it without agitation. 

rinsed in water of the same 
temperature to avoid shocking 
the fibres. 

The Second Saturday Instructional Meeting

It was left to soak for a short 
while, and then … 

The now-clean fleece was 
wrung out, placed in a mesh 
bag and left to dry in the sun.  

And after all that hard work 
learning fibre preparation 
skills, we got to visit some 
future fibre producers! 
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The May Southern (technical) Spin-in,  
concentrated on blending fibres.  

More announcements 

Three books on natural dyeing were 
left on the library table at the end of a 
meeting this spring. Were they meant 
to be a donation to the Guild Library?  
Please let Jana know so that she can 

decide whether or not to process them 
and add them to our bookcases. 

Registration for Knit City  
opens 7:00 p.m. June 15 

For Sale 

Hebrides Harris Tabletop Loom 
all the bells n' whistles  

only $125.00  
has a lot of life left  

would make a lovely addition to a 
weaver's tool kit ...

3doves.celebrations@gmail.com  
or phone 778-458-2010 

Weaving Studio for Sale 
includes 

36" LeClerc Artisat 4-shaft jack loom 
with bench, 4 reeds (6/10/12 @ 36")  

3 lease sticks, warping board,  
raddle, 2 threading hooks, 

bobbin winder and 24 bobbins, 
5 boat shuttles, includes a double, 

2 ski shuttles, 7 stick shuttles,  
shuttle holder, cone holder, 

McMorran balance.  
yarns, cones. etc. 

Everything you need to set up your 
own studio! 

$1,000 or best offer takes all 

phone:  Pat Jardy 604-886-1927  (in 
Gibsons) 

We were shown how to use 
a drum carder to blend 
different types of fibres, 

how to use a blending board 
to blend different colours … 

… various kinds of fibre and 

how to make an efficient 
rolag.  

We learned how to use a 
blending hackle and 
felting Corriedale 
(available at Sew Easy) 
to make custom-blended 
rovings. 

And some people just came to spin and hang out with their 
friends and enjoy the beautiful setting (Roberta’s studio and 
garden). Thank you, Roberta.
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 There are probably about as many ways to 
spin fibre into yarn as there are spinners, but most of 
these techniques can be classified as either woolen or 
worsted (not to be confused with worsted weight yarn 
normally used in knitting).  
 Worsted spun yarns are smooth, hard, strong, 
contain very little air, and are resistant to abrasion. 
These are all excellent qualities to look for in a 
weaving yarn (especially for warp), sock yarns, and 
other yarns destined to work a little harder and handle 
some abuse.  
 Woolen spun yarns are light, lofty, elastic, 
squishy, warm, and soft. These are excellent qualities 
to look for in a knitting yarn, especially for warm and 
squishy projects like sweaters and blankets.  

 Worsted yarns are spun from a combed fibre 
preparation. Lock structure must remain intact to 
ensure all the fibres are parallel and facing the same 
direction. A true worsted is spun from the cut end to 
the tip so that the scales on the wool are smoothed and 
don’t mesh against each other. All the shorter fibres 
have been removed through combing so that they all 

have a consistent length. Because of all the 
uniformity and care in alignment, the fibres 
can spin very close together and become 
quite a strong and smooth yarn. Usually, a 
short forward or a short backward draw will 
be used to control the fibre and how much 
twist is allowed to go where.  
 Woolen yarns are traditionally spun 
from rolags. Fibre is carded using hand-
cards, which don’t discriminate against the 
length of the fibre or pay attention to the 
direction the fibre is facing. Rolags are 
excellent for long-draw spinning as the 
different lengths of fibre work well together 
to create a kind of web that pulls on itself 
and makes long-draw spinning styles almost 
effortless. Differently facing scales, varying 
fibre lengths, and the wool’s natural crimp 
all contribute to the insulating properties and 
loft of the yarn. What woolen yarns lack in 
strength they more than make up for in 
warmth and squish appeal.  
 This is a simplified explanation. The 
reality is that there are very few true worsted 
yarns being spun, commercially or 
otherwise, and it’s hard to say if woolen 
yarns these days are comparable to the 
woolens of olde that were spun on a Great 
Wheel. Almost all yarn currently being spun 
can be called either semi-worsted or semi-
woolen, mostly dependent on spinning 
technique rather than technical structure of 
the yarn. These yarns blend the different 
qualities, creating a yarn that is versatile but 
not necessarily specialized for a specific 
purpose.         —Andrew Jackson

Woolen and Worsted: What's The Difference? 

Lock structure must remain intact for true worsted.
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The Book Corner by Jana 

I’m writing this on our May long weekend, traditionally the first camping weekend of the season and the deadline 
for planting up our vegetable gardens.  Personally, beds full of brilliant colour are as vital to my good health as 
beds of beets, peas, cilantro and tomatoes.  And what has this to do with weaving and spinning?  Well, among 
our many excellent dye books in the Guild Library is one gem called ‘A Dyer’s Garden’ by Rita Buchanan.  Several 
guild members have enjoyed growing and using Japanese indigo in recent years, as well as marigold, goldenrod 
and perhaps dyers’ coreopsis.   

 What I appreciated seeing in this book is how many of the useful dye plants are ones that I currently grow for 
creating large bunches of vase flowers.  For example, there is an almost-infinite selection of colours and forms of 
dahlias and zinnias which create the brightest of bouquets, while cheery cosmos is the easiest plant to grow and 
forms tidy and spritely bushes of gold – all of these can be used for dyeing.  Yarrow hybrids can vary from soft 
apricot to deep wine and apart from being lovely in bouquets and dye pots, they also dry wonderfully for a 
winter arrangement; black-eyed susans bloom in mid-summer gardens and offer rich yellows to copper to deep 
olive green dyes. 

 Then there are dye plants which are more often considered for salad -- purple basil, marjoram and bronze 
fennel. 

 This book concisely teaches which plants most readily offer up their colour, which mordants to use, how long to 
simmer the dye bath and it also provides full colour photos to show what you can expect from each.  Lastly, it 
gives the basic growing requirements for various plants so that all of us who garden can easily incorporate dye 
plants into our beds of fruit, vegetables and flowers. There still is time for this summer’s garden!    

What Our Members Have Been Doing

Muriel has been learning 
entrelac knitting.

Doreen and Marie Claire have been weaving with Fibreshed yarn

Deanna has been 
spinning with 
(donated, wild-
gathered) 
mountain goat 
fibre.

Kim hosted a canopy 
and represented the 
Guild at the Maker 
Fair in Dougall Park.


