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It’s a bird, it’s a plane, it’s … 
the Fibreshed team 

moving faster than the speed of 
sound as they welcomed over 75 
people to Fibreshed Day  on April 8 
at the Yurts where they met local 
fibre producers, observed sheep 
being shorn, demonstrated picking, 
carding, spinning … and in response 
to popular demand, created the idea 

 The first one was held on 
April 28 at Lorelee Lane Farm 
in Roberts Creek.  
Fibre producers and artisans 
brought unwashed fleeces to be 
skirted, which means to 
remove parts from its 
perimeter where there is a lot 
of dung or plant debris.  

of Saturday morning 
instructional meetings at 
local farms. Now members 
whose schedules do not 
permit them to attend 
weekday meetings can 
learn the basics of fibre 
preparation skills from 
experienced colleagues.

Announcements 

The Guild has a beautiful new canopy 
to shelter our members and our work 

from the elements at community 
events 

It is this cheery bright colour, and ours 
has add-on sidewalls. Imagine that at 
guild events where the weather looks 

threatening. 
Even better, we can see it— 

on the church lawn  
at the next meeting— 

and our dedicated table officers 
hope that as many members 

as possible will join in 
practising set-up and 

take down. 

Guild 
members 

here
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More announcements

Planning is underway for the 2nd 
Wear From Here Fashion Show - 

we would love to see lots of 
representation from Guild 

members--we will, once again, 
have a section of the show that is 
"for show" and not for sale--this 
can include any one-of-a-kind 
items that give an idea of the 

amazing work being done on the 
Sunshine Coast. 

Volunteers, models and sponsors 
are all needed. If interested 

contact: 
Verna Chan at 

vernachan52@gmail.com 

Kim of Unwind 
http://www.unwindknitandfibre.ca/ 

will have a booth at the  
Maker Faire in Dougall Park  

on May 26. Let her know if you want 
to be there and perhaps demonstrate 

your favourite fibre arts technique 

Registration for Knit City opens 
June 15. Instructors of note include  

Gudrun Johnston,  
Mary Jane Mucklestone,  
Jessica Silvey,  
Felicia Lo 
Joji Locatelli 

There is also a stellar line-up of 
merchants offering hard-to-find 
supplies and tools. Just try to find a 
Tibetan spindle anywhere else! 

Complete list of workshops here: 
https://www.knitsocial.ca/class-list-
grid/ 

Some fleeces came neatly 
rolled, by the shearer, 
which protects them 
during storage.

 Fleeces were unrolled 
cut side down to be 
examined for quality 
and to point out 
breed characteristics.  

All the debris was saved; 
it makes very good 

garden mulch, providing 
both moisture retention 

and fertilizer.

  
This fleece has a 
very close crimp, is 
very soft and has 
excellent elasticity 
for a garment worn 
next to the skin.

And, as if all that wasn’t enough…

mailto:vernachan52@gmail.com
http://www.unwindknitandfibre.ca/
mailto:vernachan52@gmail.com
http://www.unwindknitandfibre.ca/
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Attention, weavers! 

Convergence (held this July in 
Reno, Nevada) is: 

offering classes in many unusual and 
interesting techniques including  

Contemporary Knotted Pile 

Tartan Weaving 

Weaving Velvet 

Rigid Heddle Weaves for texture 

3-D Doubleweave 

Classic and 
Non-traditional Rep Weaves 

Echo and Iris meet WeavePoint 

Convergence is also offering classes 
for beginners: 

Introduction to Rigid Heddle 

Introduction to Pin Loom Weaving 

Beginning Weft-faced Rugs 

and something for spinners: 

Spinning for Lace 

My Card: Handspinner 
(Stephanie Gaustad) 

and more: 

Convergence is hosting a free 
networking event where each region 

will have its own room, and non-
profit fibre arts conferences and 

festivals, and schools with fibre arts 
programs will host tables in the 

room of their region. A great way to 
find out who is doing what in one’s 

field of interest! 

The FST (Fibre Shed Team) also appeared at Earth Day

Exhibiting locally sourced 
and processed products, 
demonstrating processing 
techniques 

and distributing seeds and 
seedlings for dye plants and 
instructions for using them.

Well done, Fibreshed Team!

Oh, now I see! 
The Southern Spin-in (now combined with the technical spinning 
interest group) had an enthusiastic meeting at Lynn Sturm’s house 
on April 17. Our instructor Jeannie distributed samples of fleece, 
and yarn, and our assignment was to reproduce the yarn sample we 
were given; same thickness, same degree of twist in both the 
single and the plied yarn. This required us to both remember and 
apply the theory of the previous meetings.

“use your yarn gauge to count the number of twists per inch…”

“you have to know how many turns of your flyer on each whorl equal one 
turn of your drive wheel”

“you have to count the number of treadles per inch of spun yarn”

By the end of the day, although none of us became expert, because 
this is a physical skill that takes practice, all of us had a solid grasp 
of what we had to do to become skilled.

The next meeting will be in Roberta Symons’ studio on May 15, 
and will focus on blending different kinds of fibre.



Sunshine Coast Spinners and Weavers Guild May  2018

�4

Yurts in good (new) hands 
 The program at the April guild meeting featured Alexis 
Bach, the new owner of Fibre Works Studio & Gallery. Alexis 
related how much she had liked being educated in a Montessori 
school in Toronto, and went on to teach in one in Nanaimo. 
While there a friend invited her along to a knitting course, which 
sparked a continuing passion for all kinds of fibre arts.   
After a brief residence here as a teenager, she had always wanted 
to return to the Coast. Without any certainty of employment, her 
family decided to relocate here before their children started 
school and developed social networks that would have been 
disrupted by moving. Alexis taught classes at Sew Easy, she 
managed a day-care, she had a stall in the market…and when 
she heard that Yvonne intended to retire, she was concerned, 
knowing how important Fibre Works was to the local fibre arts 
community. She spoke with Yvonne and realized that they shared 
the same outlook on what they wanted for the future of Fibre 
Works. She consulted her husband, and with his enthusiastic 
support she made the decision to buy.     
 There is a pattern evident here: a vocation for teaching, a 
love of fibre arts, a realization of the importance of social 
networks, and an understanding of the satisfaction gained by 
having one’s livelihood contribute to a supportive community.  
 Alexis plans to continue and expand the same activities 
that Yvonne began. She wants to add children’s activities and a 
dyer’s garden. She is planning extended workshops for adults 
through November and is looking at possibilities for master 
classes in 2019, and says that Yvonne and Marilyn are welcome 
to stay as resident artists for as long as they wish.

The Book Corner 

There is no substitute for good one to 
one instruction. But sometimes after 
the instruction is over, we might want 
to review certain difficult points, 
maybe even more than once. There is 
a reason academic courses require 
textbooks.  
 Members of  the technical spinning 
group (and everyone else as well) 
who find themselves unsure of how 
to spin exactly the yarn they want 
might find it useful to have a copy of 
this book on hand for those 
occasions when our instructor is not 
present.

Projects Alexis made 
with her children. 
She hopes to add 
childrens’ programs 
to the activities 
Fibre Works offers.


