Sunshine Coast Spinners and Weavers Guild

Announcements
The following will be voted on
at the February 4 meeting:
Possible purchase of
a projector
The selected model is an
Epson VS355 WXGA 3LCD
Projector.
Currently priced at $539.99
CDN. This will meet our needs
for presentations. This unit
falls in the low price
range of current projectors. As
such it will not provide
powerful audio speakers.
This is a high resolution
projector with sufficient colour
brightness for the room we
typically use for presentations,
with HDMI connectivity. Bulb
life for this unit is 6000 hours
in normal mode and 10,000
hrs in ECO mode.
Replacement
bulbs cost roughly $100.
Go to:
https://epson.ca/For-Work/
Projectors/Portable/VS355WXGA-3LCD-Projector/p/
V11H840220
for more information.
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The January Meeting was …
the much-anticipated Guild Swap-and-Shop. For those in the
know, this is the place to acquire fibre, and sometimes,
equipment. Even members who have sworn to go on a strict
regimen of spinning or weaving down their stash find
themselves staggering out clutching their colleagues’ longhoarded treasures.
What
m a ke s
them
irresistable is the thrill of
the unknown and the sense
of possibility.
There was llama and looms…

luxury fibre and
…mystery fibre

weaving yarn
maybe linen?
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We will also be voting on
the 2019 Guild budget at the
February meeting
details on our website
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It wasn’t all buying and selling
at the Januar y meeting.There was also the regularly
scheduled Show and Tell, where our colleagues show the
work they have in progress or what they have produced over
the previous month. This as usual was inspirational.

Still Available!

Are they going to come over to be patted?
And is this a pointillist
take on the Group of
Seven? Almost.

Louet Erica four harness folding
table loom 30cm

These are Corinne
Sanderson’s hooked
rugs. (She has oﬀered to
do workshops…)

Easy loom to weave on
Built in Louet Raddle
Two extra harnesses added
100 extra heddles added

This is Muriel Prior’s
Tu r ke y Ta i l s h a w l ,
mushroom-dyed yarn
sequenced to replicate
the colours of the
Turkey Tail mushroom.

Selling Price $600.00
Susan Forsberg
warmsunnysmile@gmail.com
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More Show and Tell
These are Christine
Meyer’s Dragon Scales—a
small circular scarf, and
dice bags for board games,
complete with real metal
scales!

Remember Our Sale …
the colours, the textures, the music, the
cheerful bustle? Those who have not taken part
in the planning or debriefing may not know how
much hard work is involved in making it the
e vent that people on the Coa st keenl y
anticipate every year, but at the debriefing
meeting on January 25, it was apparent how
much we owe to the organizers.
They must book the hall well in advance; it is
already done for next year. And having the
jurying done in an adjacent room worked very
well, because it meant having to arrange only
once for transportation of the juried items, and
next year’s organizers are already in discussion
to rent the same room for the day before the
sale. The guest artists must also be booked well
in advance; and the window of opportunity for
doing so is closing rapidly.
The Square credit card readers that
attach to tablets or smart phones also worked
very well—we got the money that same day.
Other features that worked well were the
kitchen and the pre-printed layout design for
the location of specific displays.
The Guild requirements for labelling are

not always well understood, and therefore
Marjorie-Ann will do a demonstration before
the next sale takes place.
Items to keep in mind for next year:
1) the bookmarks need to be ready early in the
local festival and event season,
2) eﬀective locations for poster display are
dwindling.
3) Guild membership forms need to be available
at the demonstration table.
4) The sheep signs need to be labelled with their
designated location.
5) We need to have a list of guild members who
are willing to do work on commission.
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The CAMEL (Creative Approach
to Mobile Educational Loom) is
grazing its way through the guild. This is an initiative
where an already-warped loom goes from student to
student to allow them to learn basic weaving
techniques at home without needing to invest in a
loom before they know if weaving is for them. At
present there are more would-be student weavers than
there is warp on the loom. We might want to see about
another iteration.

The Book Corner
Color in Spinning
by Deb Menz
Deb Menz is a self-taught expert in using colour in
the fibre arts. In her introduction to this book, she
describes how she started, some twenty years ago,
adding colours to her drum-carded batts, just for the
fun of it. After several years of experimenting (and
getting a number of “muddy” yarns), she began
organizing her techniques and keeping accurate
records so she could pass her colour discoveries on
to others. She does this well, all the while
encouraging the reader to experiment and “work
with your heart.”
The book begins with a basic description of
colours and their relationships, followed by a section
on the colour principles most useful to spinners:
colour mixing, optical mixing, colour contrasts, and
colour harmonies.
The following chapters cover immersion
dyeing, painting rovings, blending with a drum
carder, using combing techniques to produce
multicoloured yarns, and spinning and plying
multiple colours.

The images in this book show the
different colour relationships very clearly,
using primarily skeins of handspun and
knitted swatches, and the diagrams of the
various blending techniques are
straightforward and helpful. One caveat,
however: Menz details dyeing only with
Sabraset (for protein fibres) and Sabracron F
(for cellulose fibres), with brief descriptions
of a few other types of chemical dyes. She
describes dyeing and painting naturally
coloured fibres, but does not talk about
working with these natural colours or about
using natural dyes.
Every chapter ends with a series of
self-study exercises designed to encourage
experimentation. It would take some time to
complete each of these—I must admit I
haven’t—but if they were followed
diligently, a spinner would certainly have
more colour competence by the end of the
book. This is a useful reference book, one
worth checking out from our library with a
view to possibly owning for yourself.
— Ann Harmer
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