Sunshine Coast Spinners and Weavers Guild

Announcements
There is one
space remaining in
the Stitching and Mending
workshop with
Catherine Nicholls.
email:
thomcardor@gmail.com
to claim it.

Our librarian reports that
she:
“spent the whole day at St
John’s yesterday refilling the
cupboards with our books
and updating them. Some
were missing cards, some of
them have been in circ’ for
20 years and had never been
signed out (and so were put
aside), some needed a little
tape-mending. All in all, a
most satisfying day!”
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It was evident
at the October meeting
that our members are
maintaining their high
standards of ambition and
initiative. Those who had
long since achieved
competence in one
specialty were proud to
show off their first
attempts in techniques
new to them.

Dianne with her first skein

Andrea
with her
first
woven
scarf

Trish
with her
indigodyed
batts,
skein
and
cowl

Others continue to expand mastery of their specialties:

So our library is operational
again. Thanks to our very
diligent and observant
librarian!
Corinne’s rug-hooked portrait …

… and landscape
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Buy and Sell
Still available:
A floor loom

A stitching stand

woolcombs

and even a walking wheel!

and many more
hard-to-find accessories
email Janice:
itsmyturn.jm@gmail.com
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Adventures in Technical Spinning
In the Fall 2015 issue of Spin-Off,
Benjamin Krudwig has an article
wherein he explores the technique of
alternating chain-ply. In this method the
worker plies loops drawn alternately
from two separate bobbins. The
advantage is that it enables the spinner to
create a four-ply yarn using only two
bobbins of singles. And if, like me, your
default spinning style is to spin rather
finely, it permits combining laceweight
singles into reasonably sturdy yarn with a
minimum of extra effort.
The first attempt exposed difficulties
not covered in the article: when
alternating between two identical bobbins,
it is difficult to keep track of from which
one the previous loop was drawn, and it is
all too easy to draw two or even three
loops from the same one. This was solved
by winding (not twisting) one single with
a very fine strand of a harmonious colour
as a marker, and treating the two as one
strand for plying.
The first attempt used Ancient Arts Prairie Wind fibre with a
thrift-store-find polyester embroidery thread for the fine marker,
which was a mistake—polyester and wool stretch very differently.
It did produce some interesting yarn but was very labour-intensive.
The second attempt used two singles spun from a locally
grown, carded, and dyed batt,
one of which was wound with a
very fine single of Aurelia
merino and silk spun on a
Tibetan supported spindle. The
result was a surprisingly round
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There was a delightful
surprise …
at the October southern spin-in
hosted by our guildmate Ann
Gregory. Ann has been encouraging
hesitant beginners to get involved in
weaving for as long as the guild has
existed. On this occasion the
members got to help Ann celebrate
her 92nd birthday. And in the words
of the song, May there be more,
many more!
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robust yarn slightly thicker than commercial sock yarn, suitable
for socks or a colourwork sweater. The other surprise was the
degree to which the very fine single dominated the colour of the
resulting yarn.
— Joan F.

Late-Breaking News
1. Weavers Circle at Fibreworks is on hiatus (just like they do in
Hollywood) for the season.
2. The newsletter requires a reporter for the Stitching and
Mending workshop; someone to take photos and note technical
details.

Upcoming at Fibreworks

A guildmate fell in love …
with that beautiful, clean kid mohair
from the Elizabeth Nordlund estate
sale … but she bought rather more
than she needed. 12 ounces of it is
available for a donation of $11 to the
Sarah McLachlan School of Music.
Call Jana at 778-462-2036.
If unsold it will be at the meeting
“just in case…”
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The Book Corner
“A library is not a luxury but one of the necessities
of life!” - Henry Ward Beecher
Please check under your loom or your bed, in your
bathroom and in your
knitting basket for
SCSWG library returns
as it has been five
months since our last
library day.
This month we have an
international
smorgasbord of new
books:
from India and
Pakistan, there’s a
compendium of rich
embroideries set within
their cultural context
(thank you Deanna);
from Japan, a woodblock print primer
(thanks, Joan F).
from Sweden, new
issues of our weaving magazine, VAV.
‘Knitted Lace of Estonia’ is a handbook of the
history of Estonian lace, but also contains patterns
for contemporary versions of traditional designs,
some of them suitable for even a beginner knitter!
Other knitting books include The Art of Shetland
Lace and Traditional Scandinavian Knitting. For
spinners, we have a new workbook for Spinning
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Exotic Fibres with Russian and Tibetan
Spindles. Along with the books mentioned
above there are several others harvested from
our Fibre Camp book sale table in September

and many donated from the estate of Elizabeth
Nordlund. Of course, there are several new issues
of all our magazines as well.
At our November meeting we’ll have a box of
free books and magazines which have not been
offered before and we have a selection of
beautiful books which will be available to
purchase with a donation to the Library.

One final note is a new library policy: Please do not renew our latest library loan items until they have
been in circulation for six months. Thank you.
— Jana
4

