
SCSWG GUILD MEETING MINUTES  

ZOOM MEETING       May 3, 2021, 1 PM 
               
In Attendance: Yvonne Stowell, Dianne Lim, Mary Bentley, Lynda Annibal, Kim Fenton. 
Speaker: Dianne Mortensen  
Barby Paulus, Pam Coxall, Lynne Sturm, Trish Clooney, Ann Harmer, Muriel Prior, Deanna 
Pilling, Doreen MacLauchlan, Marjorie Ann Malcolm, Robin Razzel, Susan Morris, Marie 
Claire DeClerck, Merrily Corder, Elaine Lane, Helena Tkalez, Mechthild Kroeker, Eugenia 
Stephenson, Jean Curry, Linda Cavens. 
Regrets: Janice Talbot.   

President’s Message 
In March and April of 2021, we lost two long-term members of our Guild.  
Shirley Hall and Anne Gregory were both past-presidents, and during their time in the 
Guild, they were mentors and leaders in many ways. They were also loyal and caring 
friends. We will remember each of them in our own way. Anne’s family have asked that in 
lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Sunshine Coast Hospice Society. Helena has 
created a Memory page on our website – please visit it at your convenience. 

MINUTES    
Lynda A moved, seconded by Merrily, that the Minutes from April 12, 2021, be accepted. 
Motion carried. 

FINANACIAL REPORT 
Lynda Annibal presented our expenditures and deposits for April.   

LIBRARY  
Report from Jana: The Guild Library Day is May 20, with a 2pm pick up at the Davis Bay 
Community Hall parking lot. Please let Jana know your selections no later than the 
afternoon of May 19. 

WEBSITE 
Helena has place a Memory page with photos and a video on the web site and encouraged 
members to visit it. 

MEMBERSHIP  
PROGRAMS 
A Program organizer is needed as Susan Morris is leaving the Coast. Yvonne thanked 
Susan for her work in organizing Guild speakers and wished her well in her new home. 

FIBRES PLUS SALE 2021 
The Executive and Fibres Plus Committee have no further news. The Hackett Park Vendors 
Fair, an outdoor event, may or may not go ahead. We are waiting for this decision to be 
made after the May long-weekend. 

KNIT NIGHT  
Dianne has organized and is hosting our Zoom meetings on Tuesday nights, from 4-6pm. 
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Zoom Spin-Ins will be the second Thursday of the month from 1-3pm, hosted by Dianne.  

WEAVERS CIRCLE         
Dianne and Mary will be continuing the Zoom weavers’ meetings each Wednesday from 
10:30-11:30am. Anyone is welcome to attend. 

GRANTS and AWARDS         
Please remember, if you are interested in an on-line workshop, applications for financial 
support may be made to Dianne Lim and/or Kim Fenton (Grants and Awards Committee). 
This month there are 2 submissions for grants and they will be awarded soon. There are 3 
people who had received previous awards and they will give a short Zoom presentation at a 
future meeting. 

PRESENTATION BY DIANNE MORTENSEN   
“WHAT IS PRODUCTION WEAVING AND HOW DOES IT MAKE ME A BETTER 
WEAVER OVERALL”  

Dianne has been a production weaver for more than 46 years, full time for 44 years. She 
operates a weaving/painting studio on Salt Spring Island, BC. For years Dianne supplied 
handwovens to more than 25 shops across Canada and the US. She now works primarily 
on her own in order to work more closely with her clients. Dianne has travelled throughout 
North America teaching weaving, colour and design to thousands of weavers; consulting to 
professional weavers and fashion designers in developing unique fabrics as well as helping 
them train their weavers to produce the designs. 

Dianne started her production weaving business after selling at Expo 67. She wove table 
mats, runners and clothing.  
For many years Dianne worked with Zonda Nellis managing her garment weaving studio 
where Dianne trained several weavers and managed all aspects of the AVL looms. 
Later Dianne hired her own weavers and sewers to work with her in Vancouver. They 
produced a range of weavings and sold in 25 stores. 
When Dianne and her husband moved to Salt Spring Island she continued the business in 
her new studio.  
In 2003 Dianne contracted Lyme disease which affected her overall health. Although the 
doctors said she might never be able to weave again, Dianne slowly improved and, after 5 
years, began to weave. She feels that the physicality and planning of weaving has helped 
with her recovery. 
Dianne reopened her Island studio for the summers. She also joined Etsy to sell online 
when the studio was closed for winter. This business has increased greatly and Dianne now 
has a weaver working for her again.  
She usually beams 100 yard warps which take three weeks to weave. She produces about 
1500 placemats per year and likes to weave mornings and evenings until midnight.  
Dianne has created 12 different colourways, in 50-60 different colours and textures of 
yarns, for her placemats.  
She also loves painting, encaustic work and jewellery making.  
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Dianne feels that a love of weaving, discipline and physical strength are the keys to being a 
successful production weaver. 

Yvonne thanked Dianne for presenting an excellent program. 

Yvonne thanked everyone who came to Anne’s studio to take away Anne’s collection of 
yarns, books, and equipment. It was a bittersweet event.  
         
SHOW & TELL 
Eugenia wove towels in bright colours, knitted 2 baby blankets, and is weaving a tapestry. 
Mechthild is finishing knitting her poncho. 
Robin has been spinning a great deal. She wore her handspun knitted top. She showed the 
book, Making a Life, which she will donate to the library. 
Lynda A has finished her knitted socks. 
Elaine was wearing her shrug made by Alexis. 
Helena knitted a lightweight, triangular highland shawl. 
Marjorie Ann is still knitting hats.  
Marie Claire showed her hand dyed, woven twill shawl in handspun tencel with silk. She 
has sold her home and they are leaving for the Maritimes in June.  
Muriel has learned to knit brioche toques from Utube videos. 
Ann has been preparing to spin yarn (fractal spinning), from a mushroom dyepot. She also 
knitted some finger puppets for the new grandchild. 
Lynne is spinning some fleece from Anne’s studio. 
Barby has woven another blanket. 
Dianne has projects in progress. She will be starting some finger mitts and some socks. 
Kim is knitting a sweater.  
Linda Cavens is weaving on Anne’s AVL loom and remembering their friendship. 
Pam was wearing her knitted poncho-style sweater. 
Doreen showed her handspun Targee yarn. 
Mary showed her 16 shaft teatowels woven in twill waves. 
            

GUILD MEMBER SUPPORT 
Kim has taken on the role of member support in terms of contact for special events. If you 
know of a special birthday, anniversary or event please let Kim know. Yvonne thanked Kim 
for doing this.  

Yvonne wished everyone a happy month.  
        
The meeting was adjourned at 2:31 pm. 

Respectfully Submitted by Mary Bentley


